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FAX: (312) 360-6573

Decembers, 1997
Via Messenger

Noemi Emetic
Community Involvement Coordinator
United States Environmental Protection Agency
Region 5
Office of Public Affairs (P-J19)
77 West Jackson Boulevard
Chicago, Illinois 60604

Re: Public Comment on the EE/CA Report for the Vacant Lot Site, North Chicago,
Illinois

Dear Ms. Emeric:

On behalf of The Northern Trust Bank/Lake Forest, as trustee under a certain residuary trust,
we make the following comments addressing certain factual inaccuracies contained in the
Engineering Evaluation/Cost Analysis ("EE/CA"), prepared for the United States Environmental
Protection Agency by Ecology and Environment, Inc., dated October 30, 1997.

On page 2 of section 1 and page 7 of section 2, the EE/CA reads:

By 1954, the current Vacant Lot property was sold to an individual who developed
the property as a parking lot. The owner reportedlv solicited fill materials to be
placed at the site.

These statements are incorrect. As evidenced by the enclosed equity search conducted by Chicago
Title Insurance Company, the so-called Vacant Lot Site (hereinafter, the "Property") was owned by
the Chicago North Shore and Milwaukee Railroad from 1940 until 1968. On January 29, 1968, the
Property was conveyed to  who in turn immediately conveyed the Property to
Chicago Title and Trust Co., Trust No. 40966. (See enclosed title search and Deed in Trust)
Accordingly, the EE/CA should be amended to accurately reflect the historical ownership of the
Property.
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Additionally, the abo\ . ^tatemer.t implies t!,ut the Property was developed as a parking lot
during or after 1954, in part by importing fill material to the Property. This statement is inconsistent
with the description of the May 11, 1953 aerial photograph contained in the Aerial Photographic
Analysis included in the administrative record. The description states that "[t]he site is relatively
flat, with a slightly higher elevation in the northern portion of the site (not discemable in 1939)" and
that "[t]he southeast portion of the site is used for parking/' The photographic analysis den^ nstrates
that the Property had been filled or leveled and developed as a parking lot prior to May 11, 1953.
Accordingly, the reference to the timing of the filling and development of the Property as a parking
lot also should be appropriately amended.

Please call me with any questions or comments regarding the foregoing.

Sincerdv,

Robert M. Baratta, Jr

RMB:nks

Enclosures (equity search and deed in trust)
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CHICAGO TITLE INSURANCE COMPANY
EQUITY SEARCH PRODUCT

ajSTOMBR NAME AND ADDRESS:
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EFFECTIVE DATEr OCTOBER 10. 1997
UPDATE LANOOMLYi
PERMANENT INDEX NUMBER:

RECORD OWM6R:
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REVENUE STAMPS:

OCN8US TRACT:

DATED 03/13/59 AHO

DOCUMENT NO.:

| ReOORbltaDATE: 02/07/lfet
I i '

JB. CLfflRENt YEAfl REAL ESTATE TAX INFORMATION:

IKDBX NOtOBR: 12-04-100-012

1996 TAXIS: 1ST IKCTAIiUSMT:* 3,3f5.a« PAID
XHSTAUiNEin'tt 3,2«5.J8 PAID

! C- MORTGAGES, JUDGMENTS AND OTHER UEN9 OP RECORD:

.,_-_- BATED 01/79/1968 AND JWCOJtDSD 02/07/196B AS DOCUttSNT MO. 1.367946 MAC* BY
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CHICAGO TITLE INSURANCE COMPANY
605 I. WORTH AVI., CAROL STROM, XL C01BS

EQUITY SEARCH PRODUCT

(800)284-7545

CT1C ORDER NO.: i40« H97039*48
EOUTTY SEARCH PRODUCT (CONTINUED):

StAftCa BtJt. BBK Mitt FOB ODDOMMT BCCOKDS.

DfJED RgCOHWfb 12/14/1925 AS DOCOMBtR MO. 370797 FROM CHICAGO TXTLK AMD TKJST CO,
L<S) TO JMJKS I. PRIOIAIIO, ORARTSKCS).
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.
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CHICAGO TITLE INSURANCE COMPANY
EQUITY SEARCH PRODUCT

i
1 CTK5 ORDER NO.: 1408 H97039448 HE

ISBAL DESCRIPTION:

THB WOT 300 FKBT let WIDTH Of THAT RAW OP TUB NOTTHHKBT 1/4/07 SECTION 4, TOWNSHIP
«4 HOltni. KABK3S 12, BAST OT TVS THIRD PR1SCZPAL MERIDIAN, KXJWDBO 0» TKB MORTH BY
THI tXOKT OF NAY OF TRB BLOia, JOLI8T WTO WSIERH JWlMCWr COPWTr, 09 TVS W1»T BY
THB RIOHT OF VKf Of TBI CKICA30, ttORTH SHOR8 MID MIMOI7KSB X»H»OAD CSMPAH* A9P OK
TKB SOOTH BY 1KB CBBT2R LINK 0> THS HIQXKAy (TMKqTY - SBCOTO BTWJT, SO CALLED} , X*
TBS CITY OF WORTH CHICAGO, XN IJUC8 COOBTTY, ILLINOIS.
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DEED IN TRUST
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TKIS INDENTURE WITNESSETH. That the Grantor > JUDITU HARTMANN, a Spir.oter,

of tie County of Lake and Slate of Illinois for and in consideration
of TEN ($10.00) Dollars, and other Cood
and valuable considerations in hand paid, Convey and Quit Claim unto the CHICAGO TITLE
AND TRUST COMPANY, a corporation of Illinois, u Trustee under the provisions of a trust agreement
dated'he 13th day of HSWSWttfllMarch 19 59 known u Trust Number 40966 ,
the following described real estate in the County oi . Lake and State of Illinois, lo-wil:

The West 300 feot in width of that part of the North West
quarter of Section 't, Township M North, Range 12, East of
the Third Principal Meridian, bounded on the North by the
right-of-way of the Elgin, Jol.tet and Eastern Railway Company,
on the West by the right-of-way of the Chicago North Shore and
Milwaukee Railroad Company, and on the South bv the center line
of the highway (Twenty-second Street so called;, in the City
of North Chicago, Lake County, Illinois.
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